Rain Gardens

The Natural, Environmentally
Friendly Way to Improve

Water Quality

3 Let

to manage stormwater around your home or

property.
functional. This bio-retention area is much

commer ci al

like a forest habitat. Just as a forest soaks up
water and allows it to slowly penetrate the
soil, a Rain Garden stores and filters
rainwater. The Rain Garden intercepts
stormwater runoff, full of pollutants from roofs,
sidewalks, roads and parking lots. This
excess drainage ponds in the depression of

the garden. As the water soaks in, chemicals

attach

preventing pollutants entry into the water
table. The end result i improved water quality

and less surface flow during rain events.
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RAIN GARDENS

Experience The Benefits Each Day

Besides reducing stormwater pollutants, preventing excessive flooding, and
improving water quality for wildlife and recreational users. Rain Gardens:

3 Create habitat for wildlife such
insects.

3 Promote groundwater recharge, a pi
is absorbed into the ground and becomes groundwater.

3 Provide a creative form of |l andsc:
while providing treatment fcr pollutants associated with stormwater.

3 Require |l ess maintenance than | awi

fertilized or watered once they are established.
3 Reduce storm drain overfl ows when
scale.

Whatos I nvolved?

Each Rain Garden is different, but many have the following features.

3 Grass Buffer Strip.The surface of the grass buffer strip slows water as it
enters the rain garden.

3 Ponding Area.This is a depressed area where the water is stored, allowing it
to evaporate or soak into the soil

3 Mulch/Organic Layer.The mulch plays a very important role in removing
harmful chemicals. Shredded mulch allows for a good surface area for absorptic
of pollutaits.

3 Planting Soil. A good soil mixture is leaf mulch blended into a sandy soil and
topsoil. The soil area of the rain garden provides a source of nutrients for the
plants to grow. Clay particles absorb heavy metals, hydrocarbons and other
pollutants.

3 What happens to rain water around your home or commercial property? Ever have problems with excess drainage? Want to

improve water quality? A Rain Garden may be your answer.
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RAIN GARDENS

Why Do We Need Rain Gardens? Frequently Asked Questions

3 Rain is natural; stor 0. Why are Rair Gardens important?

studies have shown that up to 70% of the A. Two very important environmental issues are water quality and
enhance local water quality and stormwater control by allowing water to
o . naturally filter through soil instead of running through the stormwater
Surprisingly, about half of the pollution that system and out to our streams, lakes, ponds and Long Island Sound.
stormwater carries comes from things we do in

our yards and gardens! Q. Does a rain garden form a pond?

A. No. The design of a Rain Garden is intended to allow the water to soak
Planting a Rain Garden may seem like a small into the ground so the rain garden will become dry between rainfalls.

Island Sound is carried there by stormwater.

thing, but if you calculate the amount of rain that

. . Is a rain garden breeding ground for mosquitoes?
runs off your roof, you would be very surprised. Q g _ 99 g
That rain is supposed to soak into the ground, but A. No. Mosquitoes need 7 - 12 days to lay and hatch eggs, and the
instead heads d e eetioale drai standing water in a rain garden will only last from a few hours to a few
Instead heads down the street to the storm drain, days after a storm. Rain Gardens can actually host dragonflies and other

carrying pollution with it. wildlife that eat mosquitoes!

Keeping rain where it falls, by putting it into a Q. Do rain gardens require a lot of maintenance?

beautiful Rain Garden, is a natural solution. You A. All gardens that we do are low maintenance. Rain Gardens can be

not only get a lovely garden out of it, you have the maintained with !ittle effort aﬁgr the plants are established. During the_ first
two years, weeding and watering may be needed as the plants establish

: themselves. It is suggested that you rake fallen leaves before snowfall to
water from stormwater pollution. allow easier infiltration of water in the spring.

added benefit of helping protect our bodies of
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Landscape Division
Design flinstallation § Maintenance
Specializing in Naturalistic, Low Maintenance, Landscapes

Tree Care Division
Tree Pruning 7 Tree Removal § Cabling & Bracing f Tree Planting
Tree Fertilization § Disease & Insect Control § Stump Grinding
Tree Preservation Strategies

OUR MISSION
Lawn Care Services
TO MAINTAIN THE HIGHEST ETHICAL Mowing # Trimming # Organic Lawn Care # Lawn Installation
INDUSTRY. TO BE HONEST AND Stonework # Irrigation § Rainwater Management
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