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Welcome to my weekly series!

d688797

Linda K. Lillie has been President of Sprigs & Twigs, Inc. for the last 20 years. She is a graduate of Connecticut 
College in Botany, an accredited NOFA Organic Land Care Professional, a Connecticut Master Gardener and a

national award winning landscape designer for her design and installation projects..

CT HIC #577341

Sprigs & Twigs is scheduling appointments for 2017 Garden Design, Landscape 
Maintenance, Tree Care Services, Custom Stonework, Custom Carpentry Services 

and Floral & Décor. Visit our web site for details. Call us anytime to discuss your 
landscape needs and to meet with our staff.

EXPERT 
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The Landscape Professionals

Email or mail your questions to: info@sprigsandtwigs.net or
Linda Lillie, Sprigs & Twigs Inc, PO Box 245, Gales Ferry, CT 06335
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Celebrating 20 Years!

Thank you Readers for Voting Sprigs & Twigs 
Best Landscape Company Two Years in a Row & Best Tree Service!
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Sprigs & Twigs is a highly regarded, professional, full service, national award winning 
company. We are completely organic. Visit our websites or call us anytime.

860-235-0752 www.SprigsandTwigs.net www.SprigsandTwigsFloral.com
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Question this Week: Hi Linda, I have a Gerber Daisy plant that is still 
blooming.  Do I bring it in for the winter or leave it out? Thank you. ...Rose

Dear Rose,                                                                

Gerber daisies (Gerbera jamesonii), also called Transvaal 
daisies, are grown outdoors as tender perennials in U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Plant Hardiness Zone 8-11 which 
are located in the far south and west. Because we are in 
a cooler climate (Zone 6), they are considered annuals or 
houseplants here.  I have always felt that due to the amount 
of effort involved to winterize Gerber daisies outdoors, they 
are not worth the trouble.  Even bringing them inside for the 
winter requires a lot of preparation. Unfortunately in your 
case, it is too late in the season for them to survive and you 
pretty much are stuck with leaving the plant where it is and 
replacing it in the spring.  We have had some major killing 
frosts already and you may see signs of frost damage on 
the daisy. 

In the future, if you want to winterize a Gerber daisy indoors, 
you need to start several weeks before the fi rst frost (in late 
September). Dig up the plant from the garden and prune off remaining fl owers. Then, remove most of 
the soil from the root ball and cut back some of the roots (not the tap root). Place the daisy into a new 
pot with fresh potting soil, but don’t plant too deeply in the soil (keep the crown of the plant at the soil 
level). For the fi rst several weeks, place the plant outside during the day in a shaded area and bring it in 
at night. Each day, leave the plant indoors for longer periods of time. During this acclamation process, 
water the plant well and allow the water to drain.

Successfully winterizing Gerber daisies inside requires that you: 1) keep the temperature mild (around 
60-70 degrees), 2) provide them full sunlight (you can even supplement with artifi cial light), 3) water 
them sparingly whenever the top one inch of soil feels dry (about once per month).  Caution - be careful 
not to over-water and do not fertilize them at all during the winter.

When spring approaches, it’s time to reverse the process. Put the plant in a shaded area outside during 
the day and bring it in at night to help it get acclimated to the outdoors and warmer temperatures.
Good luck and thank you for your question.

Linda’s Answer:

FIREWOOD


