
 
 
 
Q: I have several apple trees in my rear yard and would like to have them pruned, 
when is the best time of year to do this? 
 
 

There are two times of year, i.e., 1) January through mid –March and 2) summer, that 
apple trees should be trimmed; the correct time depends on what needs to be done. 
 
 The winter months of January, February and early March are ideal for trees that 
require the serious structural pruning that is necessary to re-train older trees to an 
orchard habit.  This dormant period is the ideal time for these larger cuts because many 
destructive diseases are inactive during these months and are unable to attack the 
healing wounds.  Also, de-suckering the crown, thinning dense areas of the crown, and 
removing any diseased or dead tissue during the winter will increase your fruit set in the 
spring and reduce your risk of many early season problems.  Usually a tree that has been 
cut hard in the winter will sucker out in the spring and will need some kind of attention 
by mid-summer.  A light thinning and/or de-suckering during the summer is an excellent 
way to remove undesirable fruit, increase air flow and light penetration throughout the 
crown as well as spot any problems that might require attention.  
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