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Q: The leaves on many of my trees are brown, dry, and look burnt. Do you think my
trees will be alright?

It sounds like your trees have a case of summer “leaf scorch”. Without testing, |
couldn't be certain, but August is prime summer leaf scorch season. Leaf scorch
is caused by environmental effects like drought - which would seem rather odd to
be concerned about drought-like conditions in this area this year. It is true that
we have had a great deal of rain this season, but it has fallen briefly and in
tremendous amounts. Much of the rain from these storms is lost as run-off as it
unable to penetrate the hard, dry ground. A steady soaking rain that lasts several
hours or days is the kind of storm needed to reach the roots of trees and replenish
the water table. Trees in dry, rocky or compacted sites are very susceptilaé to le
scorch as well as young trees that have been planted too deeply or are being
overwhelmed by mulch piled too high up the stem, i.e., "volcano" muich. | see leaf
scorch all around our area this year in many trees like oak, maple, dogwood and
horse chestnut. Late season defoliation like this is unlikely to hurt a tree, unless
that tree was already in poor health. Although it is unfortunate to lose your fall
foliage early, summer leaf-scorch won't affect your tree's ability to put out new
leaves next spring.
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