
 
 
 
Q: Now that hurricane season is here and I see all of the storm damage in the South, 
I am thinking about my own trees; should I be concerned? Have you seen much 
storm damage from these recent storms? 
 

Actually we did receive calls from the storm we had September 6.  Two of our 
customers had fallen trees that were quite large and it is unbelievable that they 
did so little damage.  One of these trees was 10 feet across at the base and shed 
two of its six 42" diameter stems that missed the house by only a few inches.  The 
stem landed with such force that it was able to drive an 8" diameter limb six feet 
into the ground!  Had it hit the house, it would have crushed the building.  The 
other tree fell beside a parking lot full of cars and only damaged a fence and 
some plantings.  It could have crushed 6-8 cars had it fallen differently that 
night.  It is important to note that both trees were species (Black Willow, Box-
alder Maple) that are known for their fragility even when they are "healthy".  
Both trees were multi-stemmed, had no mechanical support (i.e., cabling), had 
wood decay present in critical areas, and had a crown full of green leaves.   
 
 The best thing that you can do is to have your trees checked for the 
following: fungi on the stem, decay, any new or old crack that weeps fluid or has 
grown wider, any cavity (especially cavities large enough to house animals), 
large areas that bark is falling off  the stem or anything else that looks 
suspicious...just call a licensed arborist for your peace of mind and safety.        
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