
 
 
 
Q: Every Fall I apply a product that is a combination fertilizer and 
herbicide to my lawn, does this harm my trees? 
 

Yes, it certainly does.  The herbicide or the plant killing portion of that product 
considers any tree a weed.  Shade trees are quite vulnerable to these 
chemicals because their large root mass can absorb huge doses, especially if it is 
applied beneath the crown. Over time, these annual or bi-annual applications of 
herbicide can lead to many problems which are usually seen as a general and 
sometimes acute decline in the health of your trees.  The fertilizer portion of those 
products is harmful as well.  Recent research has shown that high nitrogen 
applications to trees can actually decrease root growth, lower production of 
defensive compounds, and increase the population of leaf feeding insects.  Try not 
to apply lawn fertilizer and herbicide products directly beneath your trees and 
make sure not to overdose the lawn application areas.  More is definitely not 
better when it comes to herbicides and fertilizers. The likelihood of 
damaging other plants as well as the lawn itself increases dramatically if you 
deviate from the label directions on the bag.  Unfortunately, many of the things 
done to maintain a healthy lawn are damaging to your trees.  It is best to let the 
trees have some areas of the yard; the grass another, and do what is best for each 
in their own space whenever possible.                   

 
 
Brad Durfee 
CT Licensed Arborist #S-4283 
Senior Arborist 
Sprigs & Twigs Tree Service 
www.sprigsandtwigs.net  
860.884.9563 

 


