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Q: There are webs in some of my trees and they afell of
caterpillars, could these be Gypsy moths?

A. No, Gypsy moths are active in the late spring, early summer. The larvae or
worm stage of the Gypsy moth doesn't spin or occupy a web. They spin a single
strand and let the wind "balloon" them from tree to tree. The insect most likely to
be your villain is the Fall Webworm. These worms do eat leaves but are not
considered a serious threat unless present in large numbers. Most trees can
withstand the minor defoliation they will inflict. The most common way to remove
them is by pruning out the branch their web occupies. If the worms are present in
high numbers or the health of the tree is suspect, it might be best to have them
sprayed and not risk defoliating an already struggling tree. However, for most
outbreaks, spraying is rarely necessary. Fall Webworms are often confused with
another web spinning worm that appears just before the Gypsy Moth in May, the
Eastern Tent Caterpillar. It would be very hard to tell these critters aparpexce
they are very season specific and feed (in general) on different trees. The Easter
Tent Caterpillar is also considered a minor threat that is seldom sprayed. Hand
snips or a broom stick is usually all you need to handle these pests.
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