
 
 
 
Q. �Is all the snowfall this year bad for the trees? 
 

A.  Actually, snow is a very good thing for trees.  Snow is nature's insulator; it 
does a tremendous job in protecting the soil and roots from freezing 
temperatures.  Without the benefit of a deep snow-cover, the fine feeder roots can 
be damaged during prolonged periods of frigid temperatures.  It is these tiny, 
delicate roots that are primarily responsible for the absorption of water and 
minerals from the soil so their preservation is key to the immediate health of a 
tree.  Another huge benefit of snow is that as it melts, it provides a huge amount 
of water to the soil beneath it.  When snow melts it is usually a slow process, the 
water has time to trickle down into the deeper layers of the soil.  This is very 
important because not nearly as much water is lost to run-off, more is absorbed 
by the plants, less top-soil is displaced and the water-table is replenished.  Stored 
water is how individual trees and whole forests survive the often 
irregular frequency of rain during our summers.  A slow snow-melt is often much 
better than the flash floods we seem to get these days. Most of the 
water from these hard, quick rains is lost down the storm drain and of little 
benefit to plants.  I'm sure many people out there knocking snow off their hedges 
may have a different feeling about all this but for the most part, snow is a very 
good thing.����������������  
 
                  

 
 
Brad Durfee 
CT Licensed Arborist #S-4283 
Senior Arborist 
Sprigs & Twigs Tree Service 
www.sprigsandtwigs.net  
860.884.9563 

 


