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Q. How can | tell if my Hemlock trees have that hght that is going
around?

A. The "blight" isn't a disease at all, it's actually an insect c#fiedHemlock

Woolly Adelgid. In a short period of time this visitor from Asia has destroyed
most of the Hemlock trees in our area. The woolly adelgid is a tiny insect that
covers itself in a white, waxy coating. They feed on the hemlock's foliage,
sucking out the vital fluids, until the needles turn yellow and die. Their "woolly"
coat, designed to discourage predators, makes them very easy for us to spot
beneath the hemlock's dark green foliage. An easy way to check your hemlock
for adelgid is to simply turn over the sprays of foliage and look for a white, fluffy
mass at the base of the needles. They don't move around, even if you shake the
limb, so it can be hard to distinguish between living or dead adelgids. Dead
adelgids have a dull white or even grey coat and are rather matted looking. The
best immediate control we have for adelgid on specimen trees is horticulkural oi
Oil is a very safe product as the mode of action is suffocation and the damage to
non-target organisms is negligible. Horticultural oil is also very effeeiianst

other serious pests that affect hemlock trees. Adelgids reproduce quicklynand ca

hemlock but a "when".
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