
 
 
 
 
Q.  I am thinking of planting some trees this Spring and possibly 
transplanting another to a better location.  Would Spring be the right 
time to do this or would Fall be better? 
 

A.  Spring is an excellent time to plant or prepare larger trees for transplanting 
later in the year.  I like to plant evergreen trees early in the year so they have more 
time to adapt to their new location before winter.  Although trees planted in the 
spring will suffer the heat of summer in their first few months, we can water 
them. Deciduous trees, trees that lose their leaves, can be planted at either in 
Spring or Fall since they don't need to maintain a crown throughout the winter.  If 
you are thinking of transplanting a tree it is often good to do it in stages.  If the 
tree is several inches in diameter, I would first root-prune the tree and then move 
the tree later that same year.  Small trees can be root-pruned with a shovel while 
larger roots need a sharp pair of snips or loppers.  Trees can be planted throughout 
the summer if the stock is hardy and you have the time and interest to water 
them.                 
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