
 
 
 
 
Q.  I have a very old Copper Beech in my front yard.  I notice spots on 
the lower trunk and sometimes sap drips from these areas, should I be 
concerned? 
 

A.  Absolutely.  There are many things that could cause these spots and some are 
very serious.  Beech has a very thin bark and at this time of year will "bleed" 
heavily if it is damaged.   

·  Grey squirrels can be a nuisance because they tend to chew the bark on 
trees near bird feeders hanging in a tree.  Usually, this kind of damage is 
seen on the top surface of the smaller limbs.  When there are many 
squirrels, the heavy traffic up and down the stem can be damaging.   

·  If you see a neatly made hole in the center of the spot, like a drilled hole, a 
wood-boring insect may be at work.  These insects can quickly do serious 
damage even to very large trees.   

·  When the spot looks like a stain and the weeping tends to dry up or slow 
down in the winter- disease is the more likely problem.  Older copper 
beech trees can get a very serious root-rotting disease that looks like 
"bleeding" spots on the lower stem and root flare.  Fortunately, we can 
take tissue samples of the stained area and determine if disease is present.   

 
Give me a call, there are many ways we can help preserve these living 
monuments.                        
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