
 
 
 
 
Q.  I have a mature maple tree that seems to be getting worse every 
year, is there anything I can do to turn this around? 
 

A.  Absolutely.  It’s important to identify the cause of the problems first before 
attempting any solution.  Serious infestations of insects or disease can be treated 
with chemical sprays if they are properly identified.  Most tree "decline" 
syndromes are associated with poor root health and soil compaction.  Both of 
these problems can be address with a process we call "root-invigoration".  Root 
invigoration incorporates “Air Spade® soil aeration” and “deep root feeding” to 
restore soil quality and maximize root health.  As opposed to mechanical tools 
which can do serious injury to the large and small roots, the Air Spade® uses 
compressed air to break up the soil with negligible damage to any of the roots, 
large or small.  As we replace the soil around the roots, often times we add 
compost to enrich the root-zone if soil quality is a concern.  Deep-root feeding is 
then done using a steel feeding-needle inserted into the ground spaced one to two 
feet apart to pump organic fish emulsion throughout the root-zone.  “Root 
invigoration” doesn’t just apply to your maple trees; any tree will benefit.  Give 
me a call and I’d be happy to visit and look at your trees.                        
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