
 
 
 
 
Q.  I have several Dogwood trees and most of them do not look very 
good except the one in my garden, do you know why that might be? 
 
 

A.  If the declining dogwoods are growing in the lawn, the number one cause of 
dogwood and young tree decline is string-trimmer damage to the root flare.  This 
occurs when, in an attempt to do a thorough job, an overly enthusiastic person hits 
the stem of the tree with the weed-whacker to get those last few blades of tall 
grass.  If the bark is missing at the base of the tree and that area is actually 
narrower than the area above, that is almost certainly your problem.  Whenever a 
tree is injured it closes off the surrounding area to prevent the spread of disease or 
decay.  If the root-flare is badly damaged or even girdled (completely ringed and 
stripped of bark), there will be no tissues left to conduct food or water to the 
crown above.  The only way to prevent this is to tolerate tall grass next to your 
trees, trim the grass away from the stem with hand sheers, or put a mulch ring 
several feet in diameter around each tree.  Mulch rings are often times the best 
solution because they also allow lawn mowers to cut the grass at a safe distance 
away from the stem.  
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