
 
 
 
 
Q.  I have a large Norway Spruce and the crown, particularly the 
top, seems to be getting thinner.  Should I be concerned? 
 
 

A.  Yes.  There is a wood-boring insect called the Pitch-mass Borer that frequently 
attacks older Norway Spruce.  These pests are so common that I'm surprised when 
I don't find them on a mature spruce.  The easiest way to spot these critters is by 
the large mass of pitch that forms when these insect bore an entry hole inside their 
host tree.  It is often the case that so much pitch will weep from these sites that it 
will streak down the stem and coat the root-flare.  The larvae form of the Pitch-
Mass Borer, a grub-like creature, is hiding behind the glob of sap.  As this larvae 
feeds within the host plant, it can damage the vital conductive tubes of the tree 
and make it very difficult for the tree to feed itself.  This damage is seen on the 
outside as a general thinning of the crown, especially at the top.  Heavily infested 
trees may suffer dieback and lose much of their upper crown.  The best and 
perhaps only medicine for these insects is prevention through maintaining tree 
health.  Unfortunately, for seriously damaged trees, there is often little we can do 
to save them.  
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