
 
 
 
 
Q.�This spring the leaves on my cherry tree have turned brown and 
the ends of several branches seem to have died as well, do you know 
what's happening? 
 
 

A.  It sounds like the work of a fungus called Brown Rot.  The unusually wet 
conditions of this spring and early summer have made this a banner year for 
fungal diseases.  Brown Rot attacks the foliage of most cherries but it can, in the 
case of Weeping Cherry for example, attack the flowers- before the leaves even 
open.  Infected leaves or blooms tend to wilt, mummify and turn brown.  
Sometimes grey fuzz will coat the leaf or flower. The dried and dead foliage will 
remain on the tree for some time before it falls away.  In severe cases, Brown Rot 
will attack the twigs of a tree and the ends of branches may shrivel and die.  An 
inspection of the limb will reveal that the bark has withered and looks rather 
sunken; sometimes a jelly-like blob of sap will have formed as well.  Fortunately, 
there are fungicides that can control Brown Rot.  Although once the leaves or 
flowers have turned brown it is too late for fungicide.  Other recommendations 
include: prune out any cankered twigs (if present) and rake up the fallen leaf-
litter.  Soil aeration, mulch and watering during draught can increase a tree's 
resistance next spring.  Of course, a drier spring next year might be all the help we 
need. 
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