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Q. | am thinking about removing some low limbs on my ak tree. How
can | cut them and not injure the tree?

A. A three-cut technique is what you need. When removing a limb, it is key to
prevent tearing the remaining bark or cutting into the large stem. Theufrst

make is the undercut and that is made about a foot or so from the stem. Be sure
not to cut too deeply because the limb may sag and pinch your saw. The second
cut to make is the top cut or the final cut before the limb leaves the tree. Hlis ide
to have the top and bottom cuts meet. You do not, however, want your saw to cut
into the part of the limb that is leaving the tree as it will rip the saw out of your
grip and crash to the ground below you. The third and final cut to make is
perhaps the most important as it addresses the stub you have made with the
previous two cuts. Not leaving a stub is vital to quick and proper wound closure.
Usually there is a swelling of trunk tissue or a ridge of bark at the base pf man
low limbs. This is referred to as the branch collar. It is best to make yalr fi

cut just beyond the branch collar (on the “branch side”). If the limb to be
removed has been dead for awhile the branch collar may have crept out some
distance and it may resemble a stub if cut properly, that's ok...its still a praper cut
The branch collar is actually part of the stem and not part of the branchaaitall s

is important not to injure or remove it. Work safe and don't hesitate to call me if
you are uncomfortable with trimming any trees yourself.
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