
 
 
 
 
Q: When is the best time of year to prune out dead limbs from a tree? 
 

A: The removal of dead limbs or "deadwood" pruning can be done at anytime of 
year.  Often, when we are pruning shade trees, the bark will appear withered or 
even absent on most dead limbs and is easy to spot- even in the winter.  Most of 
the time it is the larger deadwood, two or three inches in diameter, that we are 
after - any limbs that are likely to cause serious personal or property damage.  If, 
however, a more meticulous job is required, then it is better to tackle these trees 
while they are in leaf.  We can easily spot the small deadwood against the green 
contrast the foliage provides.   

 

 
Q: How often do you need to have a tree deadwooded?  
 

A: This will vary on the species of tree, its health and your tolerance for dead 
limbs.  A healthy white oak for example, in a location where only large dead 
limbs are a concern, should only have to be done every five to ten years.  A locust 
tree, prone to numerous small dead limbs, may have to be pruned every few years 
to keep up appearances if it is located over a patio or garden.  Before you hire 
anyone to prune your trees, make sure they are Licensed Arborists from the 
Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection, a legal requirement to do 
arboriculture business in the state.  Sprigs & Twigs Tree Service is properly 
licensed and would be pleased to help you. 
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