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Q: | had a large oak tree near my house removed dn am considering
having the stump ground down. Is it possible fortie tree to grow back?

A: In this case, it is not very likely. It is true that some trees will sprout tihhem
stumps but in my experience mature oak is not one of them. Young tree stumps,
particularly red maple, are prone to sprouting. | have seen white poplar trees
send up shoots within ten feet of their stump after the parent tree has been
removed. If you didn't like the one poplar you had, you probably won't like the
twenty that come after it. Willow, ailanthus, any of the fast growing trees are
likely to sprout-especially if the stump is left high or it is a young tree. Pussy
willow is practically immortal and must be ground down or physically removed
from the soil if you truly wish to prevent it's regeneration. Cutting the stump as
low as possible usually discourages sprouting in most cases. Another point to
consider in having a stump ground: old rotting stumps make an excellent home
for carpenter ants. When a stump is close to a building it may not be such a bad
idea to get rid of it and deny any nearby carpenter ants a home.
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