
 
 
 
Q: I have a Dogwood tree that doesn't look well.  The bark is covered with this blue 
and green stuff, is it killing my tree? 
 

No, it probably isn't.  That green, blue and sometimes grey stuff that looks rather 
crusty or leaf-like is called lichen (like-en). Lichen is an organism formed by 
green algae and fungi in a symbiotic relationship.  In the Northeast our lichens 
and mosses are harmless to trees and grow anywhere it is shady and moist.  They 
usually first appear at the base of a tree or in areas on the northern side. 
As the crown of a tree fills out and darkens with age they are usually found along 
its largest limbs and within the deep fissures of its bark.  Lichens are usually 
found mostly on older trees.  When a tree is young, healthy, and growing 
vigorously, it sheds its bark and the lichen.  However, a small tree that is in poor 
health and growing very slowly will soon attract and retain lichens throughout its 
crown.  Lichens are also found on healthy plants such as the understory trees in 
most woods. They thrive in the heavy shade cast by the forest above them.  It isn't 
necessary to remove lichens but if you do, do it gently enough that the underlying 
bark isn't damaged. 
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