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Sprigs & Twigs is scheduling appointments for Garden Design, Landscape Maintenance, 
Tree Care Services, Custom Stonework, Custom Carpentry Services and Floral & Décor. 

Visit our web site for details. Call us anytime to discuss your landscape needs and to meet with our staff.
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Question this Week: In the spring I noticed that my boxwoods had some brown leaves in the 
center. I did see new growth in the spring but the brown leaves remain. Was this caused by the harsh 
winter and how can I prevent this from happening again. I have about fifty of these shrubs around my 
home both in the front and backyard.  I look forward to hearing your suggestions.    - Susan

Hi Susan,

Browning leaves in the center of boxwood means 
the inside of the plant is not getting enough sunlight to 
produce green leaves.  Proper pruning is the solution to 
the browning leaves. The boxwoods need to be pruned to 
open up the center of the plant from the outside to allow 
sunlight and air to circulate within the plant.

Boxwoods that are pruned with hedge trimmers or 
shears end up growing in very thickly on the outside 
producing a shrub that is brown on the inside.  This type of pruning produces an environment within 
the shrub that is conducive to various diseases and is a place for insects to flourish because it is 
dark, moist and protected. 

Boxwoods should be pruned and thinned by hand (with hand pruners or a knife) with the stems 
cut at different heights to allow for sunlight and air flow through the shrub to deter insects and 
disease and to have green growth on the inside of the plant.

If you need any help with pruning, please give us a call.  Thank you for your question.
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Feel free to send me questions 
you’d like to have me answer 
and I will do my best to address 
the ones of most general interest.

EMAIL OR MAIL YOUR QUESTIONS TO:info@sprigsandtwigs.net or
Linda Lillie, Sprigs & Twigs Inc, PO Box 245, Gales Ferry, CT 06335
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A Healthy Boxwood


