
Linda’s Answer: 

Hi Teresa,

   That’s wonderful!  That tells me you have a healthy 
garden.  The mantis egg sac is called ‘Ootheca hierodula 
transcaucasica’.  Yes, you can relocate the egg sac to 
another part of your garden.  Clip the stem with the egg 
case attached and relocate to another stem or crotch in a 
shrub about a foot or two off the ground where there will 
be cover to protect the 100-200 tiny mantises that will 
hatch from the sac.  You may want to attach the stem/
case with some twine or wire to make sure it stays in 
place.  Do not put the egg sac on the ground because 
ants will consume the eggs.  

   Amazingly, there are over 2,400 species of mantises 
around the world in both tropical and temperate climates and they have shown up in fossils more than a million 
years old!  Mantises protect themselves with camouflage by blending in with their surroundings.  Mantises 
have great vision and feed on insects.  Even though they are not selective and eat good insects as well as bad, I 
love to see them in my garden!

   Happy Gardening!

Ootheca hierodula transcaucasica

Linda K. Lillie has been President of Sprigs & Twigs, Inc. for the last 22 years. She is a graduate of Connecticut 
College in Botany, an accredited NOFA Organic Land Care Professional, a Connecticut Master Gardener and a

national award winning landscape designer for her design and installation projects.
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Sprigs & Twigs is scheduling appointments for Garden Design, Landscape Maintenance, 
Tree Care Services, Custom Stonework and Custom Carpentry Services. 

Visit our web site for details. Call us anytime to discuss your landscape needs and to meet with our staff.
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The Landscape Professionals
Sprigs & Twigs is a highly regarded, professional, full service, national award 

winning company. We are completely organic. Visit our websites or call us anytime.
860-235-0752 www.SprigsandTwigs.netD
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Thank you Readers for Voting Sprigs & Twigs 
Best Landscape Company and Best Tree Service Every Year!
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Feel free to send me questions 
you’d like to have me answer 
and I will do my best to address 
the ones of most general interest.

EMAIL OR MAIL YOUR QUESTIONS TO:info@sprigsandtwigs.net or
Linda Lillie, Sprigs & Twigs Inc, PO Box 245, Gales Ferry, CT 06335
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Give us a call if we can be of service!

QUESTION THIS WEEK: 

Dear Linda - I’ve discovered I have three praying mantis egg sacs on one small butterfly 
bush in my yard. With the understanding that hundreds of babies might hatch from each of 
those, I’m wondering if I could clip a twig from the bush and relocate an egg sac in another 
of my flower beds. I’d appreciate your thoughts on this. Thank you. Teresa


