Celebrating 22 Years!
a S kthe landscape professional
 Linda K. Lillie of Sprigs & ;rwiga
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Feel free to send me questions EMAIL OR MAIL YOUR QUESTIONS
you’d like to have me answer

info@sprigsandtwigs.net or

and | will do my best to address ;’g‘;’: Lillie, Sprigs & Twigs Inc,
the ones of most general interest. OX 245, Gales Ferry, CT 06335

BESTY/

Sprigs & Twigs Voted the Pest bg Dag Readers l:_vcrg Year!

Givc us a call if we can be of service!

QUESTION THIS WEEK (Answer Gontinued From Last Week) :

Dear Linda,

I have a 70 yr old rose bush that bloomed from June through Sept. with fragrant roses. For
the past few years, it blooms in June with very green leaves and lots of flowers. After that
bloom, the leaves turn yellow with black spots and the roses do not open up. What is the
problem? Thanks, Sandra

Linda’s Answer:
Hi Sandra,
ANSWER CONTINUED FROM LAST WEEK...

Your rose bush has Black Spot, a fungal disease that
affects roses. Black Spot can usually be helped by
proper pruning of the shrub.

Remove all the dead stems from within the shrub-
remove at the base of the plant. Remove any crossing
branches, thin, spindly branches or stems and branches
that are growing towards the center of the plant. Cut
back the overall height of the shrub by 1/3. Finally,
remove/thin about 1/3 of the remaining older stems at
the base of the plant. Black Spot

Remove any diseased leaves on the ground around the rose and dispose into a plastic garbage bag. Do not put
diseased leaves any place else on your property or in your compost pile.

Remove any weeds or lawn grass from around the base of the rose. Add some composted manure, leaf litter and/
or compost into the soil around the rose for nutrients. Roses need lots of nutrients in order to flower continually
throughout the season. | use Rosetone, and organic, slow-release, dry fertilizer as the food for my roses. Feed roses
1x/month from May— September to encourage blooming. NOTE: Cut back on fertilizing if the Black Spot is out of
control.

Mulch at a 1-3” depth to help keep the roots cool and moist. Do not touch the rose stems with the mulch. Keep the
rose well-watered throughout the season.

Do not use overhead watering on leaves. Water the ground only around the plant.

Some natural ways to deter Black Spot is to use a Neem Qil fungicide on the tops and bottoms of leaves right before
the roses sprout in the spring throughout the season. Good Luck. Thank you for your question.

Linda K. Lillie has been President of Sprigs & Twigs, Inc. for the last 22 years. She is a graduate of Connecticut
College in Botany, an accredited NOFA Organic Land Care Professional, a Connecticut Master Gardener and a
national award winning landscape designer for her design and installation projects.

Sprigs & Twigs is scheduling appointments for Garden Design, Landscape Maintenance,
Tree Care Services, Custom Stonework and Custom Carpentry Services.
Visit our web site for details. Call us anytime to discuss your landscape needs and to meet with our staff.
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