
Hi Lisa,

  Thank you for your question about a very 
interesting, fruit-bearing shrub that has 
fruit similar to pears.  Quince shrubs go 
back centuries and were a common sight 
in colonial gardens in New England in the 
1700’s.  They are relatively easy to care for 
and produce a fruit that can be picked in late 
October or November and brought indoors to 
ripen further for a few more weeks.  The fruit 
can be made into jam and marmalade and 
used in cooking and baking.  

  In the case of your shrub, if it had no leaves 
in the beginning of October when you sent 
me your question, I think it might be dead.  
Quince usually does not lose its leaves until the end of October or later.  Scratch the outside of the stem with your 
fingernail.  If it is green under the scratched area, it is still alive.  If it is brown, it is dead. 

  Quince blooms once a year, usually in April and May. Sometimes it blooms in the fall, if all the conditions are right, 
but when that happens, it will not bloom again the following spring.

  You should feed your quince shrub in early spring with an organic, slow release fertilizer such as Flowertone™ by 
Epsoma.

  Quince loves to be in full sun, so yours is in a good spot.  Make sure it is not in wet or moist soil - Quince prefer soil 
that is medium to dry.   

Linda’s Answer:

Quince Flowers in the Spring

Linda K. Lillie has been President of Sprigs & Twigs, Inc. for the last 22 years. She is a graduate of Connecticut 
College in Botany, an accredited NOFA Organic Land Care Professional, a Connecticut Master Gardener and a

national award winning landscape designer for her design and installation projects.

CT HIC #577341

Sprigs & Twigs is scheduling appointments for Garden Design, Landscape Maintenance, 
Tree Care Services, Custom Stonework and Custom Carpentry Services. 

Visit our web site for details. Call us anytime to discuss your landscape needs and to meet with our staff.
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Sprigs & Twigs is a highly regarded, professional, full service, national award 

winning company. We are completely organic. Visit our websites or call us anytime.
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Thank you Readers for Voting Sprigs & Twigs 
Best Landscape Company and Best Tree Service Every Year!

Sprigs & Twigs Voted the Best by Day Readers Every Year!

Feel free to send me questions 
you’d like to have me answer 
and I will do my best to address 
the ones of most general interest.

EMAIL OR MAIL YOUR QUESTIONS TO:info@sprigsandtwigs.net or
Linda Lillie, Sprigs & Twigs Inc, PO Box 245, Gales Ferry, CT 06335
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Give us a call if we can be of service!

QUESTION THIS WEEK:

I have a small quince that seems not to be blooming at all. I think it is still alive. I 
have it in full sun, but there are no leaves or anything. What can i do to help it move 
along?  Thank you - Lisa
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