
???? Welcome to my weekly series!

Linda K. Lillie of
ASKTHE LANDSCAPE

PROFESSIONAL

CELEBRATING 24 YEARS!

SPRIGS & TWIGS VOTED THE BEST BY DAY READERS EVERY YEAR!

ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY! CALL OUR OFFICE AT:

860-235-0752

“Best of - Ask  The Landscape Professional” Book

• Over 200 of your gardening questions answered.
• Organized in an easy to use 3 ring binder. 
• An invaluable reference guide. 
• A real treasure to give to that special gardener (or yourself)!
• $39.95 + tax = $42.48 + shipping and handling. It can also be 

picked up at our Gales Ferry Office.

AVAILABLE NOW!

*QUESTION THIS WEEK:  In the spring I 
noticed that my boxwoods had some brown 
leaves in the center. Was this caused by the 
harsh winter? How can I prevent this from 
happening again? I have about fifty of these 
shrubs around my home both in the front and 
backyard.  Thank you for your help.  - Susan

EMAIL OR MAIL YOUR QUESTIONS TO:
info@sprigsandtwigs.net or

Linda Lillie, Sprigs & Twigs Inc,
PO Box 245, Gales Ferry, CT 06335

SPRIGS & TWIGS HAS BEEN DESIGNATED AN ESSENTIAL BUSINESS 
AND WE ARE OPEN, IN ACCORDANCE WITH CT GOVERNOR NED LAMONT’S 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 7H, DATED MARCH 20, 2020.

Hi Susan,
   Browning leaves in the center of boxwood 
means the inside of the plant is not getting 
enough sunlight to produce green leaves.  Proper pruning is the key.  
Boxwoods need to be pruned to open up the center of the plant from 
the outside to allow sunlight and air to circulate within the plant.   
Proper Boxwood pruning and thinning is done with hand pruners and/
or a knife with the stems cut at different heights.  This allows sunlight 
and air flow through the shrub which not only deters insects and 
disease but encourages green growth on the inside of the plant.
     Boxwoods that are always pruned and shaped with hedge trimmers 
or electric shears end up growing very thickly on the outside, which 
leads to a shrub that is brown on the inside.  This type of pruning 
produces an environment within the shrub that is conducive to various 
diseases and is a place for insects to flourish because it is dark, moist 
and protected. 
   If you need any help with pruning of any kind, please give us a call.  
Thank you for your question.


