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Hi Janet,
Dwarf Alberta Spruce is very sensitive 
to winter burn, drought stress as well 
as spider mites.  All three of these 
conditions cause browning of the 
needles.   If the spruce is in full sun, my guess would be spider 
mites.  Dwarf Alberta Spruce prefer part shade/part sun 
conditions to grow in with a moist soil.  When the soil and the 
environment is too hot and dry, the plant gets stressed.  Once 
stressed, disease and insects settle in.  
It’s best to send a sample of the browned out area to the New 
Haven Agricultural Experiment Station-The Plant Disease 
Information Office.  They will tell you precisely what is going on 
and how to treat it.  Online the NHAES 
has all the information you will need 
to send a sample.  
Good Luck.

*QUESTION THIS WEEK: Hi Linda - I 
have an Alberta Spruce which has 
some branches that are turning brown. 
It started this spring. Any idea what 
maybe happening to it?  - Janet


