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Hi Jennifer,
Blue Oat Grass prefers a full sun, dry environment, but Blue Oat 
Grass is not variegated, so perhaps you planted a variegated Sedge 
Grass (Carex)? There are lots of different cultivars of Carex.  All of 
them like part sun/part shade but some like moist soil and some 
like dry soil.  Most of the variegated sedges need a moist soil to 
thrive.  Appalachian Sedge (Carex appalachica) is a sedge that 
prefers dry soil, but it is not variegated.  Blue Zinger Sedge (Carex 
flacca ‘Blue Zinger) is another sedge that likes shade and a drier 
soil.   Although it’s not a Sedge, Hakone Grass (Hakonecloa macra 
‘Aureola’) is another grass that likes the 
shade, dry soil and is variegated, but it 
gets larger than a Sedge.  
Good Luck.

Hi Linda- I’ve recently redone my front 
landscape with some Azaleas, Euonymus, 
Day Lilly’s, Speedwells, and Variegated 
Blue Oat Grasses. The space is part sun 
in the afternoon and in the shade in 
early morning. The oat grass has burned 
out. I thought it was sun tolerant but 
I’m guessing I was wrong. Any thoughts 
on how to revive or another suggestion 
to replant?  Thanks! Love reading your 
suggestions! - Jennifer 

Hi Allison,
You can safely prune your holly by 1/3 without 
shocking it, in other words, you can reduce the 
height by 1/3 and the width by 1/3 each year.  You must use sharp hand pruners and 
loppers.  Do not prune with electric hedge trimmers! Keep in mind that wherever you 
make a pruning cut is the spot where new growth will be stimulated, so you’ll want 
to make some cuts at various spots inside the shrub.  One of the reasons I don’t like 
electric hedge trimmers is the new growth will be stimulated on the outside of the 
shrub which will make it thick and tangled which invites insects and disease.  The 
other reason to avoid electric hedge trimmers is that they are often not kept sharp 
and end up tearing the plant and not cutting properly.

Start pruning from the inside of your holly and make sure you prune out any crossing 
branches (there will be many).  This will help improve air circulation within the shrub 
which is important.  Remove any thin, hanging and dead branches.  When you are 
finished, all of the branches should be coming out straight from the main stem out 
to the branch tips.  Raise the bottom branches up off the ground by 6-8” to allow for 
air circulation within the plant.  Do not be afraid to prune, this plant will grow back 
very well.  By the time you are finished, it should not look like the holly you started 
out with.  You should be able to see through it.  If you can’t see through it, prune some 
more.  The best time to do this type of pruning is 
between May and August so new growth will fill in 
the plant.  Once you do the pruning I described, it 
will be easy to do touch up pruning at least once/
year.  Good Luck.

I have a beautiful holly bush that I absolutely 
love.  Unfortunately, it has gotten away from 
me and grown to be ungainly and way too 
large. How can I prune it down to a more 
reasonable size and shape without putting it 
into shock or killing it?  Allison


