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Hi Jennifer,
Blue Oat Grass prefers a full sun, dry environment, but Blue Oat 
Grass is not variegated, so perhaps you planted a variegated Sedge 
Grass (Carex)? There are lots of different cultivars of Carex.  All of 
them like part sun/part shade but some like moist soil and some 
like dry soil.  Most of the variegated sedges need a moist soil to 
thrive.  Appalachian Sedge (Carex appalachica) is a sedge that 
prefers dry soil, but it is not variegated.  Blue Zinger Sedge (Carex 
flacca ‘Blue Zinger) is another sedge that likes shade and a drier 
soil.   Although it’s not a Sedge, Hakone Grass (Hakonecloa macra 
‘Aureola’) is another grass that likes the 
shade, dry soil and is variegated, but it 
gets larger than a Sedge.  
Good Luck.

Hi Linda- I’ve recently redone my front 
landscape with some Azaleas, Euonymus, 
Day Lilly’s, Speedwells, and Variegated 
Blue Oat Grasses. The space is part sun 
in the afternoon and in the shade in 
early morning. The oat grass has burned 
out. I thought it was sun tolerant but 
I’m guessing I was wrong. Any thoughts 
on how to revive or another suggestion 
to replant?  Thanks! Love reading your 
suggestions! - Jennifer 

   Every year in late August through October, hay fever 
sufferers everywhere have sneezing attacks caused 
by pollen from Ragweed.  Many people often confuse 
Ragweed and Golden Rod and blame both for their 
allergic reactions. Ragweed is the culprit and not 
Goldenrod.  Even though they both bloom at roughly 
the same time, they are completely different plants and 
look quite different.  To start, Golden Rod is a perennial 
and Ragweed is an annual. Their stems and leaves are 
dramatically different- Golden Rod has a single stem 
with some branches at the top, whereas Ragweed has 
many branches from the bottom of the plant all the way 
to the top. Goldenrod has single leaves and Ragweed 
has lobed or dissected leaves.  Golden Rod flowers are 
bright yellow and beautiful and Ragweed flowers are 
boring and non-descript (see pictures in this article).  The 
biggest difference between the two and most important 
to allergy sufferers is the way they pollinate. Golden Rod 
is colorful and attractive and has heavy, sticky pollen, 
which is well adapted to insect pollinators, whereas 
Ragweed has light, wind-blown pollen. In fact, Ragweed 
pollen can travel hundreds of miles in the air.
   Golden Rod is a wonderful native plant that has several dozen species and is not 
responsible for any seasonal allergies.  If you have Ragweed on your property and 
suffer from it, remove it, but plant and enjoy the beautiful Goldenrod in your gardens.

I am highly allergic to pollen and every fall my 
allergies go crazy. I always thought I was allergic 
to Golden Rod, but my neighbor says I’m probably 
allergic to ragweed.  Are they different?

Golden Rod

Ragweed


