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Hi Jennifer,
Blue Oat Grass prefers a full sun, dry environment, but Blue Oat 
Grass is not variegated, so perhaps you planted a variegated Sedge 
Grass (Carex)? There are lots of different cultivars of Carex.  All of 
them like part sun/part shade but some like moist soil and some 
like dry soil.  Most of the variegated sedges need a moist soil to 
thrive.  Appalachian Sedge (Carex appalachica) is a sedge that 
prefers dry soil, but it is not variegated.  Blue Zinger Sedge (Carex 
flacca ‘Blue Zinger) is another sedge that likes shade and a drier 
soil.   Although it’s not a Sedge, Hakone Grass (Hakonecloa macra 
‘Aureola’) is another grass that likes the 
shade, dry soil and is variegated, but it 
gets larger than a Sedge.  
Good Luck.

Hi Linda- I’ve recently redone my front 
landscape with some Azaleas, Euonymus, 
Day Lilly’s, Speedwells, and Variegated 
Blue Oat Grasses. The space is part sun 
in the afternoon and in the shade in 
early morning. The oat grass has burned 
out. I thought it was sun tolerant but 
I’m guessing I was wrong. Any thoughts 
on how to revive or another suggestion 
to replant?  Thanks! Love reading your 
suggestions! - Jennifer 
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Hi Vinny,

From your photo, it looks like a type 
of fungal fruiting body usually called 
earth balls which are related to 
puffball fungi.   They are not harmful 
to the plants near them.  They are 
mycorrhizal which means they live 
symbiotically with the surrounding 
tree roots.  The tree roots and earth balls share nutrients and water 
that benefit both.  The earth balls produce an abundance of spores 
of various colors that are spread by animals digging them up.   So, 
the bottom line is they are a good thing to have growing in your soil.

Thank you.

Hi Linda - I found these in our flower 
garden. They were half exposed so I 
pulled them up on top of the ground. 
The day I did this there were just 
five oval bulb-like things. Next day, 
the bottom one grew a whitish stem 
about 3 inches long with a strange 
top to it. I don’t know what to make 
of these things. Are they some kind of 
mushroom/fungi?  - Vinny 


