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Hi Jennifer,
Blue Oat Grass prefers a full sun, dry environment, but Blue Oat 
Grass is not variegated, so perhaps you planted a variegated Sedge 
Grass (Carex)? There are lots of different cultivars of Carex.  All of 
them like part sun/part shade but some like moist soil and some 
like dry soil.  Most of the variegated sedges need a moist soil to 
thrive.  Appalachian Sedge (Carex appalachica) is a sedge that 
prefers dry soil, but it is not variegated.  Blue Zinger Sedge (Carex 
flacca ‘Blue Zinger) is another sedge that likes shade and a drier 
soil.   Although it’s not a Sedge, Hakone Grass (Hakonecloa macra 
‘Aureola’) is another grass that likes the 
shade, dry soil and is variegated, but it 
gets larger than a Sedge.  
Good Luck.

Hi Linda- I’ve recently redone my front 
landscape with some Azaleas, Euonymus, 
Day Lilly’s, Speedwells, and Variegated 
Blue Oat Grasses. The space is part sun 
in the afternoon and in the shade in 
early morning. The oat grass has burned 
out. I thought it was sun tolerant but 
I’m guessing I was wrong. Any thoughts 
on how to revive or another suggestion 
to replant?  Thanks! Love reading your 
suggestions! - Jennifer 
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Hi Terry,

The spruce cannot be saved.  It looks like 
mites have done their damage to the tree 
and/or the tree has not been watered 
enough. 

Trees and shrubs take 3-5 years to get 
established.  Establishment means the tree 
has enough active roots to supply water 
and nutrients from below ground to support 
all of the above ground growth.  Newly planted trees and shrubs need to 
be watered initially, depending on the time of the year, for many weeks 
to help them get established because they do not have an adequate root 
system to support the above ground growth.  After the initial watering 
phase, trees and shrubs need to be watered for 3-5 years after planting, 
mainly in the summer when natural rainfall is scarce, until all the roots 
grow in to support the tree.  If the tree does not get watered properly, it 
will become stressed and insects are attracted to stressed plants.  Mites 
love dry, Dwarf Alberta Spruce.  Dwarf Alberta Spruce need a soil with 
organic matter that can hold moisture and a part sun/part shade location.  
Thank you for your question.

Hi Linda, I have a dwarf Alberta Spruce that 
is a year old and has developed a serious 
problem. The entire back has turned brown 
and-dropped its needles. It looks like it’s 
dying. What can I do to save it, if anything?

Thanking you in advance. -Terry


