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Welcome to my weekly sertes!
THE LANDSCAPL
PROFESSIONAL

Linda K. Lillie of Sprigs & [wigs

SPRIGS & TWIGS HAS BEEN DESIGNATED AN ESSENTIAL BUSINESS
AND WE ARE OPEN, IN ACCORDANCE WITH CT GOVERNOR NED LAMONT'S
EXECUTIVE ORDER 7H, DATED MARCH 20, 2020.

How do fireplace ashes affect lawn growth? Do
they fertilize or change the pH in a favorable
way? Or are they harmful?...Charlie

answer by setting the stage with an explanation
of pH which I've written about previously.
Acidity is measured by a term called pH which
is represented by a number scale from o to 14.

Lots of micronutrients which are good for the ot

soil, but also lots of calcium. Calcium causes the wood ash from ﬁreplaces and
stoves to be highly alkaline with pH 9 and above, depending on the type of wood
burned. High alkalinity is not necessarily bad, but you must be very careful before
spreading wood ash on your lawn. The significant majority of our soils in this region
are acidic (lLow pH) which is why lime (which has a high pH) is added to adjust them
closer to neutral (a pH of 6.5-6.8 is best for grass). But, (and it’s a big “but”), lime
(or anything else like wood ash that is alkaline) should only be applied to your lawn
after a soil test has been done to confirm that the soil has a low pH and the amount
of pH adjustment required. If you apply lime or spread wood ash without doing a
soil test first, you are running the real risk of making your soil too alkaline, which
could damage or kill your lawn. | recommend an annual soil test to monitor your
lawn's chemistry. If your soil test calls for “X" lbs of lime per 1000ft2, somewhat
more wood ash will be needed. | recommend going cautiously however and only
spread the same amount of wood ash as you would lime and follow-up again next
year with another soil test. That way, you can’t overcorrect the pH. If you need your
soil tested, call us, we do it all the time.

Wood ash does not provide any fertilizer value, because it contains virtually
no nitrogen. Wood ash does however; contain potassium which is a good thing
because it helps promote root growth in plants. Caution- If you are tempted to
spread wood ash around the base of your plants and shrubs, make sure that you do
not spread it around acid-loving plants. Many of our popular plants in this area are
acid-loving and wood ash would be a very detrimental. Keep wood ash away from:
blueberries, azaleas, rhododendrons and mountain
laurel to name a few.
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SPRIGS & TWIGS VOTED THE BEST
BY DAY READERS EVERY YEAR!
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+ Over 200 of your gardening
questions answered.

* $39.95+ tax = $42.48 +
shipping and handling.

ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!

CALL OUR OFFICE AT:

860-235-0752
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