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Welcome to my weekly series!

Linda K. Lillie is the President of Sprigs & Twigs, Inc, the premier landscape tree care & lawn care company
in SE Connecticut for the last 19 years. She is a graduate of Connecticut College in Botany, a Connect-

icut Master Gardener and a national award winning landscape designer for her design and installation work.
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Question of the Week: My neighbor told me it was a good time of year
to have my large tree topped, but I wanted to ask you first.
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Answer: This is a great time of year to have your trees
inspected, pruned and dangerous ones removed because
the leaves are off now and the overall structure of the tree is
visible. It is also important that this work be done as soon
as possible before winter storm damage occurs from wind
and heavy snow loads

“Topping” trees, however, is a very bad idea at any time
of the year. In fact, in Connecticut, tree pruning can only
be performed by arborists licensed by CT DEEP and if
an arborist “tops” a tree, he or she can lose their license.
Topping is a process where a major portion of the canopy
of a tree is cut off with a straight cut to shorten the height
of a tree. Not only does this look bad, it greatly improves
the chances a tree will become diseased or pest infested
because of the multiple open wounds. Even more impor-
tantly, though, is that the tree’s ability to make food by photo-
synthesis is greatly impaired, certainly shortening the life of the tree and many times killing it.
When a tree is topped, it will start growing what are called “water sprouts” (not true branches)
that appear to fill in the tree, but are not well attached structurally. They generally grow out at
odd angles and will break easily in the wind. Tree height reduction, if needed, can be made
by proper pruning techniques to remove selective limbs where they originate at a larger stem.
Sometimes, this process should be done over several years. The best advice, though, is to
plant the proper tree in the first place. Do your research or call us and we can help select the
correct tree for your property. Sprigs & Twigs, with trained and licensed arborists on staff,
provides expert tree care services whether it is tree selection, planting, proper pruning or free
consultation. Untold and irreparable damage is done every day by bargain tree companies
that are not licensed and offer little, other than a cheap price.

Sprigs & Twigs is scheduling appointments now for Fall Garden Close-downs, Fall
Leaf Cleanups and 2015 Garden Design. Call us for to discuss your landscape project.

Sprigs & Twigs is a highly regarded, professional, full service, national award winning
Landscape Design, Installation, Maintenance, Tree Care and Lawn Care Company. We are

completely organic. Visit our website www.sprigsandtwigs.net or call us for more information.
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Tree Topping is a VERY BAD IDEA

Feel free to send me questions you’d like to have me answer
and I will do my best to address the ones of most general interest.
Email or mail your questions to: info@sprigsandtwigs.net or
Linda Lillie, Sprigs & Twigs Inc, PO Box 245, Gales Ferry, CT 06335


